
OPENNESS AND TRANSPARENCY 

AT THE U.S. NRC



WHO WE ARE

• An independent regulator established by U.S. lawmakers in 

1974 to split the then-Atomic Energy Commission into a 

regulator (NRC) and advocate – Department of Energy

• The NRC employs approximately over 3,000 people in its 

Maryland headquarters and four regional offices in 

Pennsylvania, Georgia, Illinois and Texas, including at least 

two resident inspectors at each nuclear plant site. 

• The NRC receives a budget from U.S. lawmakers The NRC 

must recover, through fees, about 90 percent of its budget 

authority. 
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WHO WE ARE – THE COMMISSION

• The NRC is headed by five Commissioners 

nominated by the U.S. President and confirmed by 

the U.S. Senate for staggered five-year terms. No 

more than three can be from the same political 

party.

• The President designates one member as Chair 

and official spokesperson.
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THE NRC REGULATES:
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• Nuclear Reactors: Commercial power reactors (about 

100), research and test reactors and new reactor 

designs 

• Radioactive Waste: Transportation storage and 

disposal of nuclear material and waste, and 

decommissioning of nuclear facilities

• Nuclear Materials: Radioactive materials for medical 

industrial and academic use

• Nuclear Security: Physical security, source security 

and cyber security



WE DON’T:
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• Regulate nuclear weapons, military reactors or space 

vehicle reactors (These are regulated by other 

federal agencies.)

• Lobby for nuclear power (The nation’s nuclear 

agenda is set by the President and U.S lawmakers.)

• Own or operate nuclear power plants

• Regulate naturally occurring radon or X-rays (These 

are regulated by states or other federal agencies.)



OPENNESS AND TRANSPARENCY

• Since its creation in 1975, the NRC has viewed openness as a critical 

element for achieving the agency’s mission to regulate the Nation’s 

civilian use of radioactive materials to protect people and the 

environment.

• The NRC views nuclear regulation as the public’s business 

• The NRC committed to transacting its activities as openly and 

candidly as possible 

• Ensuring appropriate openness explicitly recognizes that the public 

must be informed about, and have a reasonable opportunity to 

participate meaningfully in, the NRC’s regulatory processes. 
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NRC AUDIENCES/STAKEHOLDERS

7

• The Public and the Media

• U.S. lawmakers

• NRC Licensees

• Other Federal Agencies and Departments

• Federal, State, Tribal, and Local 

Organizations

• Industry and Its Workers

• International Community



PUBLICLY AVAILABLE INFORMATION

• The NRC makes all non-sensitive documents information available to 

the public through  its public Web site, online public document 

system, social media, press releases, brochures, videos/Webcasts, 

and public meetings. 

• Documents related to operating reactors are routinely made publicly 

available: inspection findings and reports, safety and environmental 

assessments, annual performance assessments, and more. 

• Press releases are issued to announce such items as violations, 

availability of license renewal applications, opportunities for a 

hearing, public meetings, and more.
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION

• NRC Web Site 

• Social Media Platforms

• Electronic Document System

• Public Document Room

• Office of Public Affairs

• Commission Meetings, Documents and Programs

• Hearing Records for Regulatory Proceedings

• Freedom of Information Requests

• The Technical Library
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TRANSPARENCY

• The NRC clearly explains the decision-making 

process and how we use the information that we 

have; 

• The NRC is committed to providing timely and 

accurate information in a clear fashion;

• Provides multiple vehicles to seek understanding 

of NRC regulations and oversight activities;

• Questions can be submitted through the NRC 

website, via email or phone.
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PUBLIC CONFIDENCE

• NRC is committed to enhancing public confidence 

in the NRC’s role as an independent regulator and 

the agency’s focus on protecting public health and 

safety.

• Public confidence is part of the NRC’s Vision, which 

states - “To be successful, the NRC must not only 

excel in carrying out its mission but must do so in a 

manner that engenders the trust of the public and 

stakeholders. 
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