
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN THE 

U.S. NRC PROCESS



PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT –

CORNERSTONE OF GOOD REGULATION

• The NRC considers public involvement in agency’s 

activities as a cornerstone of strong, fair regulation 

of the nuclear industry. 

• The NRC recognizes the public's interest in the 

proper regulation of nuclear activities 

• The NRC is committed to providing opportunities for 

the public to participate meaningfully in the NRC's 

decision-making process.
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT IN CREATING NEW 

REGULATIONS

• The NRC welcomes public participation in the process 

of making new regulations. 

• Petition for Rulemaking (creating new regulations) 

allows people, companies, states, local governments, 

and Tribes to ask the NRC to adopt, revise, or 

withdraw existing regulations.

• Public can comment on proposed rules and policies, 

licensing actions, and draft technical documents.
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT IN HEARINGS

• The NRC conducts hearings on disputed issues in the 

licensing of nuclear reactors, nuclear materials, and 

nuclear materials facilities.

• NRC also conducts hearings when civil penalties for 

violations of NRC regulations or orders are contested. 
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INVOLVEMENT IN LICENSING ACTIONS

• During the licensing process of a facility, the public can become involved 

at various stages in the process. 

• In the pre-licensing stage, the public is notified through federal 

government publication (the Federal Register), press releases, and local 

advertisements that an application has been received.

• Notices regarding opportunities for hearings or public comment on all 

reactor licensing actions, including amendments to a facility's operating 

license or license renewal proceedings, are published in the Federal 

Register.

• If local interest is strong, the NRC may hold public meetings in the 

vicinity of a proposed facility. The NRC issues notices and press releases 

to announce such meetings
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REVIEWS
• The NRC requires applicants proposing new facilities or other 

major actions to consider and document potential impacts on the 

environment. 

• An applicant must prepare an Environmental Assessment, which 

describes the need for a proposed action and a list of the 

agencies and experts consulted. 

• If the assessment indicates the proposed facility or action will 

have a significant effect on the environment, an Environmental 

Impact Statement is also developed by the NRC staff. Both 

documents are published in the Federal Register.

• The environmental statement includes information on geology, 

water, and air, the ability of the transportation systems to support 

the facility, and local population data.
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http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/aces/aces140.html


ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REVIEWS 

(CONTINUED)

• The NRC conducts public meetings in the vicinity of 

the affected community to allow members of the 

public to express opinions and provide information for 

the environmental review. 

• These meetings help the NRC identify issues to be 

addressed in an Environmental Impact Statement and 

typically involve state and local agencies, Indian 

Tribes, or other interested people who request 

participation.
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT IN DECOMMISSIONING

• The NRC considers public involvement in 

decommissioning activities to be a cornerstone of 

strong regulation of decommissioning.

• The public is invited to comment on the 

decommissioning process and proposed regulations.
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT IN DECOMMISSIONING

(CONTINUED)

• The public can observe or participate in public meetings:

─ When a nuclear plant submits a post-shutdown 

decommissioning activities report and a license 

termination plan.

─ When a materials company submits a 

decommissioning plan, if local interest is high.

─ When other license amendment requests are made.

─ Whenever a licensee submits a request for a license 

amendment, there is an opportunity for a hearing.
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT IN ENFORCEMENT 

• The public may provide general comments on the 
enforcement program or policy.

• The NRC requests public comment on proposed 
revisions to the Enforcement Policy.

• Public can observe pre-decisional enforcement 
conferences and regulatory conferences held before the 
NRC makes the final decision on a significant 
enforcement action. 

• Members of the public can request that the NRC take 
specific action against a licensed, operating facility in a 
petition to the NRC to address a potential safety issue.
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REPORTING SAFETY/SECURITY CONCERNS

• Sometimes, workers at nuclear power plants or members of 

the public raise concerns that safety rules are not being 

followed at the facilities where they work or near where they 

live. The NRC has established a formal process for reviewing 

and resolving these concerns.

• The NRC encourages workers in the nuclear industry to take 

their concerns directly to their employer, which has the 

primary responsibility for maintaining safe operations. 

• However, if employees are not satisfied by company 

response, they can bring their safety concern to the NRC.
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