
U.S. NRC HEARINGS

AND PUBLIC MEETINGS



WHAT IS AN NRC HEARING?

• Lawmakers established an adjudicatory process that 

promotes public involvement in hearings on a variety 

of civilian nuclear matters. 

• Independent judges on the Atomic Safety and 

Licensing Board Panel hear and address concerns 

from external stakeholders that are directly affected 

by any licensing or enforcement action involving a 

facility that produces or uses nuclear materials. 

2



LICENSING BOARD PANEL JUDGES

• The ASLBP consists of administrative judges (who 

are lawyers, engineers, and scientists);

• The judges are employees of the NRC; but are 

independent from the NRC staff; 

• The judges have no stake in the outcome of a 

proceeding, and reach objective decisions based on 

the record.
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TYPES OF HEARINGS

• Commission-Ordered Proceedings: Hearings can 

be conducted for any nuclear-related matter that 

the NRC Commission directs.

• Enforcement Proceedings: Hearings are available 

to individuals, employees, licensees, contractors, 

subcontractors, and vendors to contest penalties 

such as monetary fines, facility shutdown, or 

license revocation for infractions of NRC 

regulations.
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TYPES OF HEARINGS - REACTOR LICENSE 

AMENDMENTS

• The public may challenge proposed license 

amendments that seek to change the operating 

requirements, ownership, or the physical 

configuration of nuclear reactors or spent fuel pools;

• If public health and safety warrants, hearings will be 

required before the license amendment is 

authorized.
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TYPES OF HEARINGS - MATERIALS LICENSES

• Hearings may be conducted to contest NRC actions 
licensing the commercial use of nuclear materials.

• These licenses involve manufacturing, treatment, 
disposal, or storage of radioactive materials and 
their commercial use in fields such as nuclear 
medicine and radiography.
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TYPES OF HEARINGS - REACTOR LICENSING

• A hearing must be held on every application for 
a nuclear power reactor  construction permit 
and an opportunity to request a hearing is 
offered for an application for a license to 
operate such a reactor facility.

• A hearing must be held on applications for a 
combined construction permit and operating 
license and an opportunity to request a hearing 
on a request for the NRC to authorize operation.
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN NRC HEARINGS

• The NRC's hearing process makes it possible for 

the public to get a full and fair hearing on civilian 

nuclear matters. 

• Affected individuals and organizations may raise 

health, safety and, in some instances, antitrust 

issues.

• Participants in NRC hearings have included 

individuals, citizen groups, private businesses, and 

governmental bodies.
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN NRC HEARINGS 

(CONTINUED)

• To participate in NRC hearings, members of the 

public must:

─ Explain the nature of their interest in the 

proposed NRC licensing or enforcement 

action;

─ Outline the reasons and bases for their 

concerns.
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HEARING DECISIONS

• The issues discussed during a hearing often are 

resolved by the NRC issuing a decision on the hearing.

• The Commission may also elect to conduct a hearing 

or to review an initial decision of the judges.

• A party to a hearing may appeal to the Commission to 

review an initial hearing decision, and the Commission 

may decide that an appeal merits its review.

• Commission decisions may be appealed to the       

U.S. Court of Appeals and U.S. Supreme Court.
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WHAT IS A NRC PUBLIC MEETING?

• A public meeting is a planned, formal encounter open to public 

observation and participation between one or more NRC staff 

members and one or more external stakeholders, with the intent of 

discussing substantive issues directly associated with the NRC's 

regulatory and safety responsibilities.

• The public can keep informed about the NRC's regulatory activities 

through meetings open for observation or participation by the public.

• Public meetings represent the NRC’s commitment to conduct its 

business openly and transparently.

• The NRC conducted approximately 1,000 public meetings around the 

country in 2017.
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CATEGORIES OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

The NRC has identified three categories of 

public meetings the agency convenes and 

has developed criteria for the level of 

public participation, information 

availability and follow-up effort associated 

with each meeting category.
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CATEGORY 1 PUBLIC MEETINGS

• Meetings typically held with one licensee, vendor, applicant or 

potential applicant rulemaking to discuss particular regulatory 

issues regarding their specific facility (or facilities), certificate of 

compliance, license or license application.

• The purpose is to discuss, for example, technical issues in an 

application, licensee actions, or inspection results for a facility or 

site, or certified system or device. 

• The public can observe the meeting and has the opportunity to 

communicate with the NRC after the business portion of the 

meeting. The licensee may respond to questions if they choose to do 

so.
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CATEGORY 2 PUBLIC MEETINGS

• Meetings with a group of industry representatives, 

licensees, vendors or nongovernmental organizations.

• The purpose is for the NRC to obtain feedback from the 

regulated community and other external stakeholders on 

issues that could potentially affect more than one 

licensee. 

• The public is invited to discuss regulatory issues with the 

agency at designated points identified on the agenda. 

Generally, there will be more opportunities provided for 

the public to ask questions and provide comments at a 

meeting of this type than at a Category 1 meeting.
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CATEGORY 3 PUBLIC MEETINGS
• Meetings with representatives of non-government organizations, 

private citizens or interested parties, or various businesses or 

industries (other than those covered under Category 2) to fully 

engage in a discussion on regulatory issues.

• The purpose is to maximize discussions with the public to ensure 

that their issues and concerns are presented, understood and 

considered by the NRC. The NRC anticipates that the public would 

work with the agency to facilitate the widest exchange of 

information, views, concerns and suggestions.

• Public participation is actively sought at this type of meeting, which 

has the widest participation opportunities and is specifically 

tailored for the public to comment and ask questions.

15



INFORMING THE PUBLIC 
• The NRC provides a meeting announcement to the public as soon as 

the staff is reasonably confident that a meeting will be held and firm 

date, time and facility arrangements have been made.

• The assigned category level of the meeting, agenda, background 

documents, Commission papers, or other material helpful to 

attendees are available through the public meeting notice system.

• If travel to a meeting is difficult for interested citizens, requests for 

teleconferencing can be made. The NRC will accommodate these 

requests if budget resources and necessary technologies are 

available.

• Meeting announcements, or notices, generally have to be made no 

fewer than 10 calendar days before the meeting. Public notice of 

meetings are available on the NRC Web site.
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INFORMING THE PUBLIC (CONTINUED)

• The Office of Public Affairs issues news releases on public 

meetings that are expected to have significant public and 

media interest.

• Public affairs officers provide additional information about the 

meeting’s purpose and background to interested reporters as 

needed.

• Media outlets can disseminate information to the public about 

an upcoming NRC meeting and/or report on the meeting.
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